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Children everywhere are naturally curious and 

constantly engaged in trying to make sense of the 

world around them. 

•In this session we will investigate, through video and 

running records, literacy behaviours that support and 

enrich student curiosity and meaning making. 

•We will look at teacher / student interactions to 

observe literacy behaviours within texts and the 

classroom environment. 



Evolving View: Four Roles of the Literate Learner

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Reading for Meaning
“Comprehension means that readers 
think not only about what they are 
reading, but what they are 
understanding. When readers 
construct meaning, they are building 
their store of knowledge. But along 
with knowledge must come 
understanding.”

Harvey and Goudvis, 2000, p.9



How is this an example of supporting reading 

for meaning? 

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/gradu

al.html Movie 5. Small Group Instruction: 

Fluency

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/gradual.html


“We must strive to create classrooms 

that celebrate passionate curiosity.

Curiosity spawns questions. Questions 

are the master key to understanding. 

Questions clarify confusion. Questions 

stimulate research efforts. Questions 

propel us forward and take us deeper 

into reading.”
Harvey and Goudvis, 2000

Questioning for Meaning 

Making



What questions do readers ask? 7

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading

Comprehension Questions

Literal Inferential Evaluative

Higher Order Thinking

Metacognition – the process of thinking about   
one’s own thinking

Critical thinking – thinking about ideas and 
situations to make judgements and decisions

Critical literacy – going beyond critical thinking 
to take a critical stance about the text
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What would be the impact on learning?

How do you think the fish felt?



• What opportunities do your students 

have to participate with text and 

learn new ways to understand and 

compose a variety of texts? 

• What do your students need next to 

become better meaning-makers?

Inquiry Habit of Mind



Evolving View: Four Roles of the Literate Learner

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



“It is very important for children to understand the 

connection between oral and written language.  

Print is laid out left to right, and spaces define 

word boundaries.  As proficient readers, we take 

this concept for granted, but it is not so easy for 

beginning readers.” 

When Readers Struggle, Chapter 14

Early Reading Behaviors



http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/assessment.html

Movie 13. Running Records

Using Early Running Records to plan for learning

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/assessment.html
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• What are strengths shown by each reader?

• What are areas  each reader is neglecting?

• What are some confusions?

Observing Young Readers



Early Readers Level (A)

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

I Am

I am a little bee

I am a little duck

I am a little monster

I am a little dancer

I am a little dog

I am a little bunny

I am a little girl
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QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Dad

Dad is cooking.

Dad is painting.

Dad is driving.

Dad is swimming.

Dad is digging.

Dad is running.

Dad is reading.

Dad is sleeping.
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QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

We Can See

We can see a monkey.

We can see a snake.

We can see a bear.

We can see a lion.

We can see an elephant.

We can see a giraffe.

We can see a zebra.



Left-to-Right Directionality

Return Sweep

Voice-Print Match

Monitoring Voice-Print Match

Did you see evidence of :
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• What are strengths shown by the reader?

• What are areas the reader is neglecting?

• What are some confusions?

Observing Young Readers
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QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

Hiding

2.Puff likes to hide 

in the box.

4.Puff likes to hide 

in the blanket

6.Puff likes to hide 

in the closet.

8.Puff likes to hide 

behind the chair.

10.Puff likes to hide 

in the basket.

12.Puff likes to hide 

under the rug.

14.Puff likes to hide 

under the bed.

16.Puff likes to hide 

in the bed too.

Level B (2)



One of the most important actions for 

young readers to take is to monitor 

their reading—notice a mismatch 

between what they anticipate the text 

will say and their limited knowledge of 

print.
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Early Readers Level C

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

What is the evidence 

of monitoring?



Evidence of Monitoring

Self Correcting

The next step is for the reader to independently 

search for further information to problem solve. 

Once the reader learns to both monitor and search 

for further information, self-correction behavior will 

emerge. 

What other behaviours did you notice?



Meaning

Background 

knowledge about 

the topic or 

events

Supportive 

pictures

Other book 

experiences

The context of 

the story read so 

far

Structure

When you ask 

children to think 

about whether 

what they read 

“sounds right,” 

you are asking 

them to think 

about the 

syntactic (or 

grammatical) 

patterns of the 

language.

Visual 

Information

Letters

Sounds

Spelling 

Patterns

Words



Level C

What is the 

evidence of 

monitoring, 

searching 

and self 

correcting?

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.



Effective readers orchestrate a range of 
cognitive actions while thinking about the 
text; that is, they read with divided attention. 
They

• solve words

• search for and use different kinds of 
information

• Make adjustments in the way they read 
based on the purpose for reading.

• they slow down to problem solve and then 
speed up again
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• Children learn some of the 

important information in structured 

lessons- letters, sounds and words. 

• But the processing system can only 

be built  through the experience of 

reading continuous text at an 

appropriate  level of difficulty.



Teaching Children to Search for and 

Use Information

“Readers problem-solve using different 

kinds of information in a smoothly 

orchestrated way.  They search 

actively, using both visible and 

invisible information.” (Clay,2001)



•Review  change over 

time in early reading 

•Use the resource : 

A Guide to Observing 

and Noting Reading 

Behaviors,to support 

and extend a child’s 

reading strategies

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this p icture.



• What do your students need next to become 

better code users?

• How do you know?

Inquiry Habit of Mind



Evolving View: Four Roles of the Literate Learner

.

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



The text user asks …

• What features of the text help me 

to understand the message?

• What is the key vocabulary that 

helps me understand the 

message in the text?

• What text form is this? How do I 

know?

• What is the purpose of the text?

• Why is this text form effective for 

the particular purpose and 

audience?

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading

Authentic Tasks Movie 10

http://curriculum.org/secret

ariat/primary/rich.html

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/rich.html


• What opportunities do your students have to 

be text users and learn new ways to 

understand and compose a variety of texts? 

• What do your students need next to become 

better text users?

Inquiry Habit of Mind

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Evolving View: Four Roles of the Literate Learner

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Movie 25 Critical Thinking 

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/four.html

QuickTime?and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.

http://curriculum.org/secretariat/primary/four.html


Key Concepts

1. All texts are constructions. 

2. All texts contain belief and 
value messages.

3. Each person interprets 
messages differently.

4. Texts serve different 
interests. 

5. Each medium develops its 
own “language” in order to 
position readers/viewers and 
create meaning.

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Inquiry Habit of Mind

• What opportunities am I giving students to analyze 

text and practice critical literacy?

• How does the evolving four roles framework 

support a critical literacy approach to learning in my 

classroom?

• What changes in my practice might result from the 

ideas presented today?

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Inquiry Habit of Mind

What is the impact of  __________________ (teacher practice)

on ________________________ (change in student learning)?

Thinking about Thinking: Setting the Stage for Independent Reading



Resources can be found at www.curriculum.org

•Primary Reading Discussion Paper

•Thinking about Thinking

•Supporting Early Literacy

Thank You

Kim Mastromartino 
Student Achievement Officer Ministry of Education

Kim.mastromartino@ontario.ca

http://www.curriculum.org/

